
Target Corporation - Water Security 2021 

W0. Introduction 

W0.1

(W0.1) Give a general description of and introduction to your organization. 

 

Minneapolis based Target Corporation (NYSE: TGT) serves guests at 1909 stores and via Target.com

As one of the largest U.S. retailers, at Target, we use our scale and scope to design, source and sell quality products that delight our guests. We are committed to providing 
inclusive and sustainable choices that support the needs of our guests, align with their values and uplift and protect the people, communities and ecosystems all along our 
value chain. As we work to meet these commitments, we are guided by a strategy that is an expression of our purpose and values of inclusivity, optimism, connection, 
issues deemed material for the purposes of this report may not be considered material for SEC reporting purposes. 

Target’s responses to this questionnaire contains forward-looking statements, which are based on our current assumptions and expectations. These statements are typically 
accompanied by the words “expect,” “may,” “could,” “believe,” “would,” “might,” “anticipates” or similar words. The principal forward-looking statements in this report include 
our sustainability goals, commitments and programs; our business plans, initiatives and objectives; our assumptions and expectations; the scope and impact of corporate 
be read in conjunction with the forward looking statements in this report. Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they are made, and we do not undertake any 
obligation to update any forward-looking statement 

W0.2

(W0.2) State the start and end date of the year for which you are reporting data. 

Start date End date 

Reporting year February 2 2020 January 31 2021 

W0.3

(W0.3) Select the countries/areas for which you will be supplying data. 
China 
India 
Singapore 
United States of America 
Viet Nam

W0.4

CDP Page  of 241

https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/
http://Target.com


(W0.4) Select the currency used for all financial information disclosed throughout your response. 
USD 

W0.5

(W0.5) Select the option that best describes the reporting boundary for companies, entities, or groups for which water impacts on your business are being 
reported. 
Companies, entities or groups over which operational control is exercised 

W0.6

(W0.6) Within this boundary, are there any geographies, facilities, water aspects, or other exclusions from your disclosure? 
No 

W1. Current state 

W1.1

(W1.1) Rate the importance (current and future) of water quality and water quantity to the success of your business. 

Direct use 
importance 
rating 

Indirect 
use 
importance 
rating 

Please explain 

Sufficient 
amounts of 
good quality 
freshwater 
available for 
use 

Important Important Direct use: Our direct use in stores depends on sufficient amounts ofo good quality freshwater available for use. These uses include heating, cooling, providing access to 
clean, running water for guests in restroom facilities, and clean in place procedures. Clean water is deemed vital, and without it, our direct operations would not be able to 
adequately serve our guests and team members as they shop and work in Target-owned facilities. Therefore, we rate sufficient amounts of good quality freshwater available 
for use as important. Indirect use: Our indirect use in contracted manufacturing facilities depends on sufficient amounts of good quality freshwater available for use. These 
uses include product and material dyeing and finishing processes, as well as access to water for workforce use in restroom facilities and clean in place procedures. Clean 
water is deemed vital, and without it, our indirect operations would not be able to manufacture the products that we source and sell. Therefore, we rate sufficient amounts of 
good quality freshwater available for use as important. 

Sufficient 
amounts of 
recycled, 
brackish 
and/or 
produced 
water 
available for 
use 

Not 
important at 
all 

Not 
important at 
all 

Direct use: We do not use recycled, brackish and/or produced water for our direct operations, and therefore we rate availability of recycled, brackish and/or produced water 
not important. We do not anticipate use of these sources in the future, so importance rating is expected to stay the same. Indirect use: We do not use sufficient amounts of 
recycled, brackish and/or produced water in our indirect operations to warrant tracking, and therefore we rate availability of recycled, brackish and/or produced water not 
important. We do not anticipate the importance rating will change in the future.

W1.2
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(W2.2a) Provide the total number and financial value of all water-related fines. 

Row 1 

Total number of fines 
1 

Total value of fines 
1200 

% of total facilities/operations associated 
0 

Number of fines compared to previous reporting year 
Higher 

Comment 
We did receive one violation at one facility due to a missed stormwater sample during a semi-annual monitoring period. All the samples that have been collected have been 
within permit limits. This is higher than previous years where we have had zero fines, enforcement orders, or penalties for water-related regulatory violations. 

W3. Procedures 

W3.3

(W3.3) Does your organization undertake a water-related risk assessment? 
Yes, water-related risks are assessed

W3.3a
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(W4.1c) By river basin, what is the number and proportion of facilities exposed to water risks that could have a substantive financial or strategic impact on your 
business, and what is the potential business impact associated with those facilities? 

Country/Area & River basin 

United States of America Other, please specify (Numerous river basins) 

Number of facilities exposed to water risk 
535 

% company-wide facilities this represents 
26-50 

Production value for the metals & mining activities associated with these facilities 
<Not Applicable> 

% company’s annual electricity generation that could be affected by these facilities 
<Not Applicable> 

% company’s global oil & gas production volume that could be affected by these facilities 
<Not Applicable> 

% company’s total global revenue that could be affected 
Unknown 

Comment 
In 2020, Target re-evaluated water risk by utilizing the WRI Aqueduct water risk atlas tool. By populating facility locations, Target was able to conduct a water risk 
assessment for physical, quality, and flooding risk for our stores, distribution centers, and HQ locations where we withdraw water and use in our operations. 29% of our 
facilities were identified as located in an area of high or extremely high water stress.

W4.2
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Target reference number 
Target 4 

Category of target 
Other, please specify (Design principles for increased H20 efficiency) 

Level 
Business activity 

Primary motivation 
Water stewardship 

Description of target 
By 2025, we will design 100 percent of garment-washed owned-brand apparel utilizing water-saving design principles. 

Quantitative metric 
Other, please specify (Percentage of garment-washed owned-brand apparel using water-saving design principles) 

Baseline year 
2018 

Start year 
2018 

Target year 
2025 

% of target achieved 

Please explain 
In 2019, 49.1% of our SKUs of garment-washed owned-brand apparel, inclusive of our denim and non-denim categories, utilized water-saving design principles. 

W8.1b

(W8.1b) Provide details of your water goal(s) that are monitored at the corporate level and the progress made. 

Goal 
Other, please specify (Complying with ZDHC standards) 

Level 
Business activity 

Motivation 
Commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

Description of goal 
By 2025, all owned-brand apparel textile facilities comply with Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC) Progressive level wastewater standard. 

Baseline year 
2018 

Start year 
2018 

End year 
2025 

Progress 
In early 2019 we met with ZDHC to develop an implementation plan and roadmap to achieve this goal by 2025. We continue to map the wastewater performance with our 
strategic apparel suppliers in 2020. 

Goal 
Other, please specify (Increase procurement of sustainable raw materials ) 

Level 
Business activity 

Motivation 
Water stewardship 

Description of goal 
By 2022, we will source 100 percent sustainable cotton for our owned-brand and exclusive national-brand products. 

Baseline year 
2018 

Start year 
2018 

End year 
2022 

Progress 
Based on a survey of our business partners, in 2019, we sourced 79,776 metric tonnes of cotton as Better Cotton and 3,600 metric tonnes of cotton grown in the U.S. by 
Cotton LEADS producers. 

Goal
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(W-FI) Use this field to provide any additional information or context that you feel is relevant to your organization's response. Please note that this field is optional 
and is not scored. 

W10.1

(W10.1) Provide details for the person that has signed off (approved) your CDP water response. 

Job title Corresponding job category 

Row 1 Senior Vice President of Corporate Responsibility Other, please specify 

W10.2

(W10.2) Please indicate whether your organization agrees for CDP to transfer your publicly disclosed data on your impact and risk response strategies to the CEO 
Water Mandate’s Water Action Hub [applies only to W2.1a (response to impacts), W4.2 and W4.2a (response to risks)]. 
No 

Submit your response 

In which language are you submitting your response? 
English 

Please confirm how your response should be handled by CDP 

I am submitting to Public or Non-Public Submission 

I am submitting my response Investors Public 

Please confirm below 
I have read and accept the applicable Terms
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